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sr. Authors 9 of late 
Tears empioy d themſelves in vri- 
tigg on Subjects that have: been 


the Occaſions of Debate in Parlia- 


#215 * 


- 
— 
— 
_— * 
CH. _ 


| bation and;; Applauſe of thoſe, Who were ab 


ready of the ſame Opinion wich themſol bea, 


than to attempt to draw. over others to the 
like Sentiments. And po they have had . 
14800 much Reaſon to that their chief Aim; 


for the Subjects they have generally writupai, 
have been ſuch, ns — 2 


6 177 Intereſts, or their Attachmeats to 2 


arty, that the — — _ 
bly haye very 

his way of Wk — 9 

our modern Pam filled wich Re- 


proaches, Reflections, 100 M. Language, to- 


ward e in Opinion from them: 
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| _ 3 1 advande the Intel 
— iples of ſubmitting with unlimited Obe 
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of the Perſons 5 — to pleaſe, but could 
hever make a Convert. And this Practice has 
deen more” eſpeciatly encoutaged, "by thoſe 
who had the feweſt Argumepts to produce for 


dreſs my _ to none but — * make it 
pparent, they aręmeither e Private 
Laetelt, nor Party 2 Zeal : Fm mean thote Gen- 
tlemen, Who are neither affraig * aſham'd to 
own rheiiiſelves Whigs; Frien J bald King, 
nay even to the Wa and yet out of an 
Apprehenſion that it will be detrimental to 
their Counti yy are Enemies to the Peers 
Bill. apply my ſelf fiogly to the q 
haracter, becauſe I have 
to belieue I can eonvince any one Tcl ; 
approve a- Bill, which, I mut o-, aps 


cot. 


ol the P 


they are ingaged in) of the 


dicneeo Arbitrary Power; which they proſeſ: 
which none vf em are willing to practice. 
hereſore I am read with as much Can. 
dour by thoſe I write to, as I am ſure I mean 
to vxite; and if I can but perſuade one fingle 
Gentleman to vote im this approactiin Point, 
inzhe fame Manner I ſhall do my ſelf; unleſs 
1h attobvinced chat the contrifry is my Duty, 
* + ſhall rhidk e very” wal 12 r p 
01. Sn 1.1 e 13 
a mei noinigO aid eb ods 
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Without any farthex Introduction, and wir; 
out conſidering what has, or has not already 
appear d in Print upon the Subject, L hall pro- 
ceed, in the firſt Place, to ſtate the Objections 
which are generally made againſt Paſſing the 
Peerage Bill; and to give ſuch Anſwers to them, 
as 1 am:capable:oÞ "on oO 0015) AMR 
3 N os I} | 


44: 1 77 nene | 1026 
Object. I. The firſt and great ObjeQjony is, 

That we are told it would be a Breach of our 

Conſtitution, which ought to be kept Sacred 

and Inviolableeeee e. 

Before I go on to anſwer this Objection, 1 

muſt take Notice, that tis abſolutely ne- 

ceſſary to underſtand in what Senſe the 

Word Breach is here made uſe of : Otherwiſe 

this Object ion will amount to no more than a 

meer idle, popular way of ſpeaking; which 

in the more large and comprehenſive Senſe of 

the Word, may be ſtrictly true; and yet in 

the common and more uſual Accepration of it,; 

may be entirely falſe. This way of Argument - 
may {crye in a Pulpit, or in any other Place, 

where no body is at liberty to contradict, ot 

to ask for an Expla nation; but will never pre- 

vail in Print, or in any Aſſembly; where 

every one is equally at liberty to ſpeak his 

Thoughts, or to give an Anſwer. It may 

ſerve to halloo on an unthinking giddy Mob, 

againſt a Set of People one does not like: but 

it will never influence Gentlemen of Senſeand 

Conſideration, / in ſo great a Point as this is, 

paleſy it will allow of an Explanation. Any 

977) F private 
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mins I think the King kim: 
Oppoſimon to any know Law 
| of a Breach of that Law: 
But ſhould King, Lords, and Commons, agree 
in an Alteration of any Law, nobody would 
Be bj aden ef lus cake e 
| juration Oath, and as contrary to it, 
is guilty of a Breach of that Oath : Bur ſhould 
be di Jo from-it by due Courſe of Law 
et — properly be ſaid to break 
| therefore agree in a Word which 
— no 8 and ſay, That ſuch 2 
\ Billas is now pr would-be an Alter «- 
ue Bacher which, 1 Ear, fig 
t m * ri 
many Peg & and leaves us at to de- 
e , whether __ Alteration be 
0 9 oy Old, beet 
the oldeſt in the World; (or A Arbitrary Pow- 
to which moſt Nations have been forced 
Jo ſubmit, daes not deſerve the Name of a 
Conſtitution;) but I am confident it had ne- 
ver ſabliſted to this Age, had not our Prede- 
Tae pats dot pn it, _— dy cov 9 5 
imes * . — arly by cu a 
NS HED it 5 or moſt 7 
- tv would Ns emp ok But thoſe Newton 
generally voty dear before they were 
gou Not to go ſo far back as the Barons 
Ars, to which we Owe our 14 Charta, 1 
ſhall only give tub or three Inſtances * 
9 ＋ | t 
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eee . 
e Memory of many Men living; one of 
hc could never have been obtain'd withour 
a Reſtorat ion, which As the Conſequence of 
a Bloody Civil War: Nor the others without 
2 Revolution, which: was occaſion'd by the 
Arbitrary Government of: a bigotted Prince: 
And all of them are owing to the Abuſes-which 
were made of the Regal Prerogative in the 
preceeding Reigus. The firſt I ſhall mention 
is the Triennial Act, which paſt in the Reign 
of King Charles II. by which the King is ob- 
lig d to hold a Parliament once in three Years 
at the leaſt. This was a great Alteration of 
the King's Prefogative, who might before 
have call'd a Parliament, or not, juſt as He 
and his Miniſters thought fit. And truly, his 
Father, Charles I. ſeem'd to have very little 
Inclination ever to do it; could he have pre- 
vailed with his People; eit her by Perſuaſion or 
Force, to fupply him with Money his own 
Way. This therefore our wiſe Predeceſſors 
took care to prevent for the future; the very 
firſt Opportunity they hae. 
Alter the Revolution, when all Men were 
turning their Heads to prevent the Neceſſity of 
Another, they — the Regal Power ſtilltoo 
great, with regard to holding of Parliaments; 
and therefore paſs'd another” Triennial Act, of 
a different Nature; which determined the Con- 
tinuance bf each Patliamerit to three Years 
likewiſe : So that now the King was neither 
at liberty to call a Parliament at pleaſure, nor 
to keep it if he liked it. Both of which were 
INI B very 
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Very Antient, and very Great Prerogatives' of 
the Crown. enge 17-44 h "4 
"> But there happen'd another very conſidera- 
ble Alteration in the Regal Power, ſoon after 
the Revolution; ſo material to the Authority 
and Ta fſuence of the Crown, that even King 
William; that Wiſe and Goods Prince, whoſe 
Memory muſt be dear to every Free- born Bri- 
ton, once (at leaft) reſuſed his Conſent to it. 
I mean that Act, by which the Judges, who 
heſore held their Seats (nay and their Salaries 
e Re eee 2 were g Hees 
in them, quam diu ſe bene geſſerint. King James, 
whole Buſineſs w/e 1 iy then 
to makewvs Papiſts, had prevaib'd with a Set of 
Sycophants, then upon the Bench, to juſtify 
the diſpenſing Power he affected, by their ap- 
probation; and the worthy: Patriots who. had 
juſt then dethroned him ſor it, were reſolved 
to lop that dangerous Branch of the Preroga- 
tive which help to ſupport him in it; and 


= 


got to be frighted by the firſt Refuſal, even 


0 


from their Deliverer.*,* e 
-*T ſhall mention no more Inſtances of this 
kind, but hope theſe will be ſufficient to con- 
vince every thinking Man, that every Branch 
of che Conſtitution is not at all times to be 
133 Sacred and Inviolable; nay, that 
ſometimes it is not only expedient and 
adviſable to make conſiderable Alterations in 
it, but abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſervati- 
on of the Whole: Particularly to defend the 


Liberties of the a from the Eneroach- 


5 ment 
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ments of the Crown, by an Exorbitant Uſe 
of. che Prerogative, which, alone makes our 
une valuable. Thus having, T1 hope, 
fficieatly.. proved that all Changes in the 
Conſtitution are not unwarrantable, I proceed 
to conſider thoſe Objections, which are made 
de Matt of ſuch an Alrergtien. 


0053 I. The next (hen amd charwhich 
is loudeſt in the Mouths of all choſe Hare 
Enemies to the Bill is, That this would give 
too great a Power to the Peers; that fo ſmall 
a Number. might eaſily agree to overturn the 
entire Frame of Government; that *twould 
be impoſſible for the King and Commons com- 
bined to reſiſt them; an that out of an Ap- 
prehenſion of Danger from the Crown, We 
poor Commoners ſhould all become Slaves to 
the Lords, and our Conſtitution would, ie 
dle inte an Ariſtocracy. 0501's 90 i 

This again, wants only an Eagle, +6 
make, it . in Far! e bi ht. 1 


ar.South Sea Company, 0a a . J S. Bpm 
her of Proprietors, the Dividend would cer- 
tainly; be greater to cach Sublcriber, EEE 
C B 2 weight 


E 


Ae and influence with Regard to the Pub. 


lick, as à Corporation, would be proportion-/ 
ably leſs. Surely Gentlemen can't mean that 
9 Authority would be enereas'd by 
x, becauſe rhat, at "firſt fight muſt appear 
_ falfe in Fact. There is no addition made to 


None Branch of the Authority they have 


at Preſent, by any one Clauſe of the Bill 
0p0sd Their Voce in Paſſing a Hy con- 
tinues the ſame, their Judicature is neither 
granted not confirm'd, and in ſhort, they are 
only leſt in Poſſeſſion of the Privileges they 
now enjoy without the leaſt Variation. Oh! 
Bur we are told when once the Lords are ſure, 
the Crown cannot inter poſe by a Freſh Sett of 
Peers, theſe in Poſſeſſion will not have any 


Regaid e hat they may or may nor do'by 
Law, but will obltingtely adhere to theie own 


Win 46d Pleaſute, till they bring both King 


and Commons to comply, and ſb become 


our ſöle Lords and Maſters themſelves.” The 


contraty df which Link ro be the apparent 


Conſequerice e of the Bill pf ptoposd. Power 
wile always follow Property, and no bod 

can deny; but had che Freſh 
Commoners excluded from the Upper 
Houſe, the landed Intereſt there, had by 


we ple 3 
lefs Dang 
on IR; oy the more Wealth is con- 
the Commoners, the 
be he Influence of the Lower * 
Mo : 


AC 1 : 


Yak 756 that Supply, the 
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plies of rich 


this 
Time, been 5 inconſiderable. The more 


in 85 part of 


reater 
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80 that inſtead of this Obyection's being of 
any Weight, it encreaſes the Hallance on the 
other Side the Queſt ion. I am one of thoſe 
who have no Apprelienſion of being a Slave 
but from the Concurrence of the whole Les 
giſlative Authority to make me ſo, and I think 
that is much mort likely to happen if Matters 
continue as they are, than if the Alteration 
opos'd be agreed to. The Peers we ne-wF 
hos (which by the Bye are double the Num- 
ber within a very few Reigns) are able either 
by their on abſolute Authority, or by inter- 
ing between two contending Intereſts, to 
chooſe above a Hundred and Fifty Members 
of the Lower Houſe ; and I would not doubt 
to name at leaſt that number who in former 
Parliaments have owed their Seats to their 
Influence. Were the fame proportion of En- 
creaſe. to continue but a few Years longer, 
*ewere eaſie ſor the Peers to elect a Majorit! 
of the Commons: The Lords might concur 
with the Meafures of the King, to whom 
they owed their Titles and their Honour, and 
the Commons might be directed by thoſe to 
whom they owed their Seats in Parliament, 
and then both would conſpire to make the 
Remainder of the Nation Slaves to any ſuc 
ceeding King, who ſhould wiſh to be abſo- 
lute; while the poor People muſt ſubmit with 
Fatience to the Uſurpation, for want of 
Leaders to maintain their Liberties, were 
they never ſo deſirous to preſerve them. This 
appears to me to be the undoubted Conſe- 
I. quence 
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N 14 y , 

e of continuing the ipreſent unlimited 

wer of making a, and I declare for 

one, I am ſo far a Common-wealths- man, 

(the common name of Reproach with which 

all Whigs are branded) that were I to make 

the fat of Choice, I would rather be a Slave to 

à collective Body of my Countrymen, than 

ſubmit to the Capricious Authority of a 
ſingle Arbritrary Tyrant. I have endea- 
_ vour'd to anſwer this Objection as briefly and 
28 Clearly; as I can, and T hope have ſhewrr 


ſufficiently, Freedom of the People 
is ia much ore dt ger by encreaſing than Y 
< l the N 1275 of 5881 9900 $1 
ot ol 1, 
50 Object, 1 I * now, to. attic 
not a TY Body of che Bil, nor againſt 
the ae Purport ior? Scheme of it; but 
inſt one Particular Branch which ſeems to 
| e link'd with it, and that is the 
Fart relating to the Peers of Morth. Britain, 
which we are told, is Breach of the Union. 
And here I muſt deſire tlie Reader to look to 
my Remarles upon the firſt Objection, and 
be perſuaded to call it an Alter ation: of the 
Union, but not a Breach of it. The wiſeſt 
Men on Earth can't pretend to ſorm a Law 
of the moſt trifling Nature, ſo as to beadapt- 
eld to continue to perpetuity; and the Great 
King of the Medes and Perſians, who made 
2 — + few Weeks Which could not be 
altet d, repented his Raſnneſs very ſeverely 


eyen in that ſhort ſpace of its eontinuan r 


— © 


AY . , 
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The Union was form'd by the ableſt Heads 
then within this Iſland, and they were ſo far 
from ſuppoſing it poſſible good Government 
could long ſubſiſt upon the ſtrength of Laws 
then in Being, or of ſuch as they might at 
that time form, that they provided a propor- 
rionable number both of Lords and Commons 
to fit in Parliament on the Part of Scotland, 
to take Care of the Intereſts of that Part of 
the united Kingdom for the time to come. 
They could not foreſee what time has ſince 
made too apparent, that the whole Body of 
the Scorch Nobility would at all times be im- 
plicitly govern'd by the Court in the Choice 
of their Repreſentatives; nor that thoſe Re- 
preſentatives would — be intirely guided 
by the Power that choſe them. That has 
prov'd the Caſe, and fatal it had likꝰd to have 
prov'd in the laſt Reign to the whole Commu- 
nity. And ſhould any other Article of the 
Union appear to me equally Dangerous to 
the Whole, I would readily give my Vote 
for the Alteration of it. Tis an Abſurdity to 
imagine any Form of Government, without 
an abſolute Authority lodg'd ſomewhere, to 
enact any new Laws, and to alter the old 
ones in every Inſtance where it appears ne- 
ceſſary. That Authority in Great-Britain is 
lodged in the Legiſlature, (where alone I 
hope it will ever continue) and by virtue 
of it, they are equally entituled to alter this 
as any other known Law of the Land;when- 
ever it ſhall appear neceſſary or expedient fo 
Wane oO to 
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— 
determine his own. Vote in this, as in all 


kon than that, Qui facit pe 


8 with which they were entruſted, was 


Wa 15 5 v 
to do; * which Conſideration alone, every 
ular Member of each Houſe, ought to 


other Caſes,  L know 1 (hall bo boa nad | 
iy tai, That, 18 946 


Object IV. This i is an \Tnjofice to Shs deft. 
Ing Peers of Scotland, giving away their Right 


without their Conſent; and above all the reſt, 


2 notorious Breach of Truſt in their Repre- 
ſentatives if they-eonſent to it. I think what 
LImention'd in the laſt Paragraph, that an Ab- 
folate Authority muſt be lodged ſome where, 
anſwers the firſt part of this Objection intire- 
ly: For what is done by ſuch an Authority, 
cannot properly be branded with the Name 
of Injuſtice. But I will venture to go farther, , 
and affirm it is not done without their Con 
currence, if the latter part of the Objection 
be true, that their Repreſentatives are con- 
ſenting to it. There is no * 
aba which needs no n If this 
pen'd: four Years ſince, the Gentle- 
men — Ars J am writing would not 
have faiPd to have had this Objection ſe- 
verely retorted on them, when they them- 
ſelves voted ſor the Septennial Bill, by which 
they poſtpon'd/ their Electors Rights for ſeven 
Years, which they had otherwiſe'been entitu- 
led to before this time, But the exigency f 
Affairs, the good of the Whole, and the full 


then 


| 75 


. 
then their Argument and Exciſe, If it a 
a good Ons then, it is ſo ſtill, and I am per- 
ſuaded none of us do yet repent the Vote We 
then gave Doing it by conſent of the Stach 
Lords of Parliament, certainly obviates all 
that might have been otherwiſe alledgid of 
the Hardſhiꝑ it would be, if the Engliſp Lords 
and Commons ſhould; combine toget Her to 
injure the other Part of the United Kiogdem, 
meerly by virtue of their ſuperior Strength. 
As to the reach of Truſt in the conſenting- 
Seoteh Lords, the full Powers with which the 
are entruſted; are their ſufficient Juſtification; 
to Act in every Inſtance as they thinlt beſt for / 
the whole Community. But I can't ſorbear 
ſmiling, when 1 hear this Breach of Truſt 
menution'd by an Exgliſh Commoner, as an 
Argument why he himſelf is againſt the Bill. 
I beg leave tg ſtate a Caſe I think direttly Pa- 
rallel; Suppoſe Mr. , or any other 
Gentleman, ſhould - poſſibly:be choſen by the 
Intereſt of? a Nonjuror, at the Expence uf the 
Pretender, and entruſted with the Care of his 
Concerns; Suppoſe, I ſay, ſuch a one ſhould 
poſſibly give a Vote for the Intereſt! of his 
Country and our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, 
Could his breach of Truſt be of the leaſt 
weight with me, or prevent my voting the. 
ſame way T always thought it my Duty and 
Intereſt to do? one 5 6 


| g 
eee. 11 201 205 5 oh FIN FEI 24 
„ Oiadt. V. Another Objection is, That every 
Commoner has a ngrurs! Right of belag mad 
120 5 5 f | 
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tb @Eord; if the Crown thinks fit, and we rob 
dur Selves and our Poſterity of theſo 484 
right, by concurring in this Bill. 
This indeed is a prevailing Ann; Self. 
ifitereſt- will always have its Weight; and I 
fear may have à great deal too much in the 
preſent Caſe. But it ib meer Self.intereſt, 
did of all Care or Contern for the of 
their Ooüntry, in all _ who are ſway*d by 
this Objection fgly, to oppoſe this Bill; and 
therefore this needs very little Anſwer: ſi Ince 1 
few People will be hardy enough to oπ]n 
it for their 0» Reaſon. ' The Ektinctions 
which will Pöbel happen, will be ſufflcient 
to reward thoſe, Who can poſſibly have real: 
Merit enough to deſetve a Feerage: Baronies 
1 will not he ſo plenty as ro be laviſſid 
| + hr ere Dozen on thoſe, who perhaps pay 
forth or betauſe they are grown Rich, 
think it beneath them to — a Rank 
with tchoſe, who a few Yeats ſince would not 
| Ie made 9 their Ions, © V1 2793 - 
"211793 94.7 0 Ar 
VI. This Bill is deftroping the Foun- 
x 15 Hordur, which always has, and al- 
ways ought to ſpring kom che Crown, und to 
flow! without reſtraint Where ever the Mo- 
nart ht pleaſes; T5509 dw % 
Torhis Tanſwer, That this Bill is! very far 
from deſtroying the — 6e Giving 
the Stream, it only confines it within Bounds, 
Aud prevents it's overflowing. © The King is 
8 * 15 9 but it vil indeed 25 


(19) 
vent the pouring out ſuch a Deluge as would 
ſoon drown; and deſtroy the whole Commu- 
nity. If by this be meant that tis an ioviola- 
ble branch of the Prerogative, I muſt again 
reſer the Reader to the Anfwer to the firſt 


Objec. VII. It ſounds very odd to hear 
People in the ſame Breath, make another 
Object ion direAly oppoſite to the former, and 
tell you, the number of Peers is already too 
great, and Why will you give the King a 
| \ <wnh of 'making ſo conſiderable an Addition 
at preſent ? Let us put thoſe two Objections 
together, and fee how they will run. The 
King has at preſent an undoubted Right of 
making as many Peers as he pleaſes, and it js 
unjuſt: and unreaſonable to rake that Power 
away; but his Majeſty is pleas'd, out of his 
great Goodnels, to offer to reſign it for the fu- 
ture, therefore we ought to take it from him 
immediately without allowing him to add one 
to the preſent Number, This is our way of 
ſhewing our Gratitude, and this is what has 
been always call'd the Characteriſtick of an 
Engliſhman, never to know when we are 
well. Tis like refuſing an Eſtate which a 
Friend offers us in Reverſion, but we ſcora-to 
accept without his reſigning his preſent Inte- 


reſt, tho* it proceeds from his Generolity 
alone, that we can poſſibly have the leaſt Pre» 
tenſion to it either now or he reafter. 


e 
rea. io dz 3ngy 
blen Vril. The lat Objef\jon-I ſhall rake 
Notice of, is, That this is a Deſiga meerly cal- 
culated with a private View to ſupport and 
gſtabliſh the preſent Miniſtry. If it were true 
that this were the only Conſequence, and the 
only Aim of this Bill, I would heartily concur 
in the Ohjection, and {ſuppoſe it ſram'd with 
ſome ſiaiſter View, to the prejudice of my 
Country. But with me that is not the Caſe, 
Aud 1 hope others will agree with me in the 
{ame Sentiments; That tis very unreaſonab] 
to oppoſe a Thing, Lotherwiſe think very ad- 
| vantageous to the-Publick, meerly becauſe it 
way poſhbly contribute to the Support of a 
4 Mindy -. Minifters who eſtabliſh their Inte- 


ly. for the Intereſt of their Country 

too, delſerve very well of all their Fellow Sub- 
jekts; And while they follow ſuch Meaſures 
* Which Lapproye, as a Whig; ſuch as tend to 
the dupport and Eſtabliſhment af our Religious 

and Civil Rights, fo long I will not be aſham'd 

_ gf: concurring with them; without fear of be- 


Teſt when ſach a Foundation, as is at the ſame 
Fx ime hy 
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I can't leaye this Head without obſerving, 
That ſhould our preſent Miniſters have an — 
ligation, to do any thing that would not well 
Rand the Teſt of a future Enquiry, none of 
thoſe who are Enemies ta the Peerage- Bill, 
£ould. ever blame them, if they take Care, 
hile it is ia their power to provide a ſuffi- 
fe number of Perſons they can confide in, 
ene 8 1. 
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(a1) 
to be their Judges. But the Fact is, that ſince 
this Miaiſtry no Peers have been made: 

Whereas, had they been able to obtain His 
Majeſty's Confent to the Creation of two or 
three per Ann. according to the Precedents, 
And yet leſs than the proportion of their Pre- 
deceflors; they might have clapp'd eight or 
nine more Peers already into the Upper Houſe; 

they might ſtill proceed in the fame Courſe, 
nick without giving any freſh Occaſion "0 
Complaint, have oblig'd more of their Friend 
than they have done. This plain piece of Ju- 
Rice is due to them. or © 1 
Having examined the ſeveral Objections 
- which" occurr'd to me, I ſhall add a very few 
Words to endeavour to perſwade Gentlemen 
to'the Reaſonableneſs of * ſuch a Bill, 
and particularly at this Time. The immediari 
Occaſion of this Propoſal, is too freſh in everx 
Man's Memory, to need to be repeated. At 
the latter End of the Queen's Reign, a Mi- 
niftry were got at the Head of Affairs, who 
were reſolved if poſhble- to keep there, at 
any Rate; though the Welfare and Liberty 
of their Country, and the Proteftant Succeſſi- 
on, ſhould be the Sacrifice to their Ambition, . 
That Noble Body of Patriots, the Peers, at 
that Time made a glorious Stand againſt : 
their pernicious Deſigns, and the Earl” of 
Ox———4 himſelf might very probably have 

ne the next Day to the Tower, with his 

hite Staff in his Hand, had not the Queen 
ou prevailed upon to exert her unlimited 

0 f 8 I Power 
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F ever to 
e fo good and Bracious, 96.49 conſent 
: l a Nef gh leſs to make an Offer 
imable à Jewel of the 
| 25 . of Loye and Aſſection to 
4 n 2 out of a Deſire to tranſmit 
— ien Giyil and Religious L 
and to eſtabliſh them 
» With Yona Kay 
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one, may be as conſiderable, as they now have 
it in their Power to make themſelves, The 
vaſt Number of Peers we have, and the con- 
ſtant daily Additions to them, made it almoſt 
ſcandalous to continue a Commoner. Every 
Man of a great Eſtate, however it were ob- 
tain'd, every Man who appear'd conſiderable - 
in any Profeſſion, has of late Years been pret- 
ty certain, by ſome Means or other, of an 
Advancement to the Peerage. The Paſſing 
of this Bill will, I hope, ſtreighten the Door 
of the Upper Houſe, and make the Entrance 
much more difficult. This will be a Means 
of keeping Gentlemen of great Fortunes, and 
great Parts longer among us ; and then I am 


confident the Reſpect ſhewn to the Commons 4 | 
caſed o 


of England will be proportionably encr 
This is my Notion, and this I N 
will be the Eſſect, if this Bill paſſes 1 


| on 
0 
Law: Let who will imagine that none but 4 
the Lords will reap any Advantage by it, till * 


T am convinced by Reaſon that it is ſo, - 
will venture to declare for one, that for the 
ſake of the Commons, ind meerly as 
Commoner, I ſhall give my Vote for 
Feerage- Bill. * 
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